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1. CONTRIBUTORS 

This chapter lists the individuals who filled primary roles in the preparation of this Abengoa Biorefinery 
Project EIS.  Kristin Kerwin of the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE or Department) Golden Field Office 
directed the preparation of this EIS.  The Abengoa Biorefinery Project EIS Team, led by Richard Holder 
of Jason Associates Corporation, provided primary support and assistance to DOE; other members of the 
team include AGEISS Inc., Kleinfelder, Inc., Lechel, Inc., and Battelle Memorial Institute. 

DOE provided direction to the Abengoa Biorefinery Project EIS Team, which was responsible for 
developing the analytical methodology and alternatives, coordinating the work tasks, performing the 
impact analyses, and producing the document.  DOE was responsible for data quality, the scope and 
content of the Abengoa Biorefinery Project EIS, and issue resolution and direction.     

The applicant, Abengoa Bioenergy, provided preliminary design and operations data necessary for 
evaluating the impacts for the Abengoa Biorefinery Project EIS.  Mr. Christopher Roach, the Abengoa 
Bioenergy Project Development Manager, acted as the point of contact for DOE in gathering this data.  
Because design and operations data were transmitted to DOE and/or the EIS Team from Mr. Roach via 
email, the emails became references for this EIS.  
 
DOE independently evaluated all supporting information and documentation prepared by these 
organizations.  Further, DOE retained the responsibility for determining the appropriateness and adequacy 
of incorporating any data, analyses, and results of other work performed by these organizations in this 
Abengoa Biorefinery Project EIS.  The Team was responsible for integrating such work in the EIS 
document. 

As required by federal regulations [40 CFR 1506.5(c)], Jason Associates Corporation and its 
subcontractors have signed National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) disclosure statements in relation 
to the work they performed on the Abengoa Biorefinery Project EIS.  These statements appear at the end 
of this chapter. 

Name Education Experience Responsibility 

U.S. Department of Energy 

Kristin Kerwin M.P.S., Environmental 
Science, Policy and 
Democratic Processes, 
2002 
M.P.A., Public 
Administration, 2002 
B.S., Environmental 
Studies, Policy and 
Management, 1999 

5 years – environmental specialist 
for the DOE Golden Field Office; 
2 years – facilitating projects 
related to best management 
practices for agriculture and water 
quality. 
 

DOE Document Manager 

Gene Petersen Ph.D., Chemistry, 1976
B.A., Chemistry, 1970  

5 years as DOE Project Manager in 
the Golden Field Office; 23 years 
experience in research and 
development at NASA and DOE 
laboratories in areas related to 
biotechnology, biomass to 
chemicals and fuels, and space 
habitation.   

Field project office for the 
Abengoa Biorefinery Project 
near Hugoton, Kansas  
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Christy Sterner B.S., Chemical 
Engineering, 1996 

9 years – project 
management/monitoring of 
biomass-related projects, DOE 
Golden Field Office; 5 years 
research and development, process 
engineering, lab analysis related to 
extraction technologies. 

Project engineer for the 
Abengoa Biorefinery Project 
near Hugoton, Kansas 

Abengoa Biorefinery Project EIS Team 

Ernest C. Harr, Jr., 
Jason Associates 
Corporation 

B.S., Zoology/ 
Chemistry 1977 

30 years – DOE and commercial 
programs and projects, radiological 
programs, environmental 
monitoring, and radioactive 
materials and waste management. 

Project Manager 

Richard Holder 
Jason Associates 
Corporation 

M.B.A., Business 
Administration, 1986 
M.S. Electrical 
Engineering, 1970 
B.S. Electrical 
Engineering, 1966 

40 years – team and line 
management for nuclear, utility, 
industrial, and overseas projects. 

Project Manager; Lead 
Analyst:  Summary,  
Unavoidable Impacts; 
Comment Response Document

Zia Abdullah, 
Battelle Memorial 
Institute 

M.B.A., Technology 
Management, 2007, 
PhD Mech. Eng. 1987, 
BS Mech. Eng. 1982, 
PMP 2008 

27 years – various roles in utilities, 
pulp and paper companies, 
research and development, new 
product development, boiler 
systems, fermentation systems, and  
project management. 

Transportation analysis 
support 

Kris (Vernon) 
Allen,  
Kleinfelder, Inc. 

B.S., Environmental 
Restoration and Waste 
Management, 1996 
A.S., Physics, 1994 

12 years – environmental planning, 
compliance, and permitting 
including California 
Environmental Quality Act and 
NEPA project support. 

Technical Analyst:  Air 
Quality, Odor, Visual 
Resources 

Frank Arnwine, 
Kleinfelder, Inc. 

B.S., Geology 1985 21 years – geology and 
hydrogeology, contaminated site 
investigation and remediation , 
project and program management 
(19 years Kansas regulatory 
experience). 

Lead Analyst:  Hydrology – 
Groundwater, Geology and 
Soils 

Tonya Bartels, 
AGEISS Inc. 

M.S., Analytical 
Chemistry, 1994  
B.S., Chemistry, 1991 

9 years – NEPA project support. Lead Analyst:  Noise 

Pixie Baxter, 
Jason Associates 
Corporation 

M.B.A., Economics, 
1981 
B.A., Art History 

20 years – multidisciplinary 
economic and business experience 
including 15 years as economics 
college faculty member. 

Lead Analyst:  
Socioeconomics 
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Keith Davis, P.E., 
Jason Associates 
Corporation 

M.S., Civil/ 
Environmental 
Engineering, 1976 
B.S., Civil Engineering, 
1973 

32 years – civil and environmental 
engineering; waste management; 
facility permitting and closure; site 
investigations, feasibility studies, 
and remedial action planning; 15 
years – NEPA documentation. 

Lead Analyst:  Hydrology – 
Surface Water, Utilities, 
Energy, Materials 

Peter R. Davis, 
Jason Associates 
Corporation 

Oak Ridge School of 
Reactor Technology 
1962  
B.S., Physics, 1961 

45 years – nuclear reactor and 
nuclear facility safety analysis and 
risk assessment. 

Lead Analyst:  Facility 
Accident Scenarios 

Paul Fransioli, 
CCM, QEP; 
Kleinfelder, Inc. 

M.S. Atmospheric 
Physics, 1972  
B.S., Physics, 1967 

35 years – meteorology and 
environment for EPA, U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
and NEPA programs, doing air 
monitoring, modeling, and 
analysis; with 17 years of 
operations under nuclear quality 
assurance (NQA-1). 

Quality check, data 
consistency; Review air 
modeling data and documents  

 

Cherie Jarvis, 
Kleinfelder, Inc. 

B.S., Life Science 1995 13 years – Environmental 
programs and projects, data 
management, data visualization, 
and geographical information 
systems (GIS). 

GIS Graphics Production 
Manager 

Deborah Jerez, 
Kleinfelder, Inc. 

M.A., Geology, 1987 27 years – geology, NEPA, 
compliance, regulatory analysis; 2 
years – quality assurance, 
corrective action 
planning/implementation. 

Data consistency 

Dave Lechel, 
Lechel Inc. 

M.S., Fisheries 
Biology, 1974 
B.S., Fisheries Biology, 
1972 

30 years – preparing and managing 
preparation of NEPA documents.  

Lead Analyst:  Purpose and 
Need for Agency Action; 
Mitigation Measures; 
Cumulative Impacts analysis; 
Regulations summary 

Scott Mackiewicz, 
Kleinfelder, Inc. 

Ph.D., Civil 
Engineering, 
Geotechnical and 
Environmental, 1994 
M.S., Civil 
Engineering, 
Geotechnical, 1991 
B.S., Civil Engineering, 
1990 

14 years – preparing documents 
and managing geotechnical and 
environmental projects. 

Lead Analyst:  Wastewater 
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Cynthia Madden, 
AGEISS Inc. 

3 years of college 
toward B.S. in 
Management/Computer 
Science 

11 years – Wall Street IT 
consultant; 5 years – financial and 
program management support. 

Production Team:  IT support, 
Web site development 

Steven Maheras, 
Battelle Memorial 
Institute 

Certified Health 
Physicist, 1992 
Ph.D., Health Physics, 
1988 
M.S., Health Physics, 
1985 
B.S., Zoology, 1982 

19 years – transportation risk 
assessment and radiological 
assessment, environmental and 
occupational radiation protection. 

Lead Analyst:  Transportation 

Thomas  I. 
McSweeney, 
Battelle Memorial 
Institute 

Professional Engineer 
State of Ohio, Chemical 
Engineering 
Ph.D., Chemical 
Engineering, 1967   
M.A., Math, 1964     
M.S., Chemical 
Engineering, 1961   
B.S., Chemical 
Engineering, 1960 

Over 25 years – risk assessment of 
radiological and hazardous 
material transportation, facility 
risk, hazards analyses, and safety 
assessment. 

Analyst:  Transportation 

Lisa Messinger, 
Kleinfelder, Inc. 

M.A., Geography/GIS 
(pending thesis) 
B.S., Geology, 2000 

9 years – GIS, 4 years of GIS 
analysis in NEPA document 
preparation and contaminant 
cleanup; 3 years – regulatory 
project management (Kansas 
Department of Health and 
Environment) in contaminant 
investigations and cleanup. 

GIS Graphics Lead 

Brent Peterson, 
Kleinfelder, Inc. 

B.S., Biological and 
Agricultural 
Engineering, 1998 

10 years – site investigations, 
engineering, permitting and 
planning. 

Lead Analyst:  Land Use 

Tom Plattner, 
Kleinfelder, Inc. 

M.S., Environmental 
Studies, 1990 
B.S., Biology, 1983 

19 years – NEPA analysis and 
biological resources planning and 
permitting for endangered species, 
Waters of the U.S., and hazardous 
waste releases. 

Lead Analyst:  Biological 
Resources, Cultural 
Resources, Wetlands and 
Floodplains appendix 

Christijo Plemons, 
Jason Associates 
Corporation 

2 years of college 
courses 

19 years – marketing and general 
office. 

Production Team:  Graphics 
Production, Web site 
development, References, 
Index, Administrative Record 
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Kurt 
Rautenstrauch, 
Jason Associates 
Corporation 

Ph.D., Wildlife 
Ecology, 1987 
M.S., Wildlife 
Management, 1984 
B.S., Fisheries and 
Wildlife Biology, 1980 

22 years – research, management, 
and impact analysis for natural 
resources. 

Summary 

Pete Schanock, 
AGEISS Inc. 

B.S. Forestry, 1985 20 years – forestry, forest products 
procurement, resource 
management; 1 year – marketing 
and proposal preparation. 

Quality Assurance Manager; 
Data consistency 

Meredith 
Schindler, 
Kleinfelder, Inc. 

B.S., Geological 
Engineering 

2 years – intern work related to 
geographic information systems. 

GIS Graphics Production 

Leroy Shaser, 
AGEISS Inc. 

M.S., Geology 1978 
B.S., Geology 1976 

15 years – environmental 
compliance regarding NEPA, 
Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act, and Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act; 
26 years – GIS and computer 
mapping. 

Lead Analyst:  Health and 
Safety  

Michele Steyskal, 
Kleinfelder, Inc. 

M.S., Mechanical 
Engineering, 2001 
B.S., Physical Science, 
1999 

6 years – engineering and project 
management at a DOE national 
laboratory. 

Analyst:  Air Quality, Odor, 
Visual Resources 

Joanne Stover, 
Jason Associates 
Corporation 

B.S., Business 
Administration, 1996 

21 years – technical editing, 
marketing, NEPA document 
development, and project 
management. 

Production Team:  Document 
Production Manager, 
Technical Editor, Word 
Processing, Document 
Control; Administrative 
Record; Web site content 

Rowley Tedlock, 
Kleinfelder, Inc. 

M.S., Environmental 
Health Science, 1985 
B.S., Biology, 1980 

28 years – environmental health 
science and engineering. 

Document Manager; Lead 
Analyst:  Wastes, Byproducts, 
and Hazardous Materials, 
Regulations 

Susan Walker, 
AGEISS Inc. 

Ph.D., Pathology, 1982
B.S., Zoology, 1975 

32 years – toxicology, risk 
assessment, environmental studies 
including NEPA and regulatory 
compliance. 

Deputy Project Manager; Data 
Quality Assurance; Lead 
Analyst:  Proposed Action, 
Alternative Action, No-Action 
Alternative, Environmental 
Justice  

 











NEPA DISCLOSURE STATEMENT FOR 
PREPARATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE 

ABENGOA BIOREFINERY PROJECT NEAR HUGOTON, KANSAS 

CEQ regulations at 40 CFR 1506.5(c), which have been adopted by DOE (10 CFR 1021), require 
contractors who will prepare an EIS to execute a disclosure specifying that they have no 
financial or other interest in the outcome of the project.  The term “financial interest or other 
interest in the outcome of the project” for purpose of this disclosure is defined in the March 23, 
1981, guidance “Forty Most Asked Questions Concerning CEQ’s National Environmental Policy 
Act Regulations,” (46 FR 18026-18038 at Question 17a and b). 

“Financial or other interest in the outcome of the project” includes “any financial benefit such as 
a promise of future construction or design work in the project, as well as indirect benefits the 
contractor is aware of (e.g., if the project would aid proposals sponsored by the firm’s other 
clients)” (see 46 FR 18026-18031). 

In accordance with these requirements, Battelle Memorial Institute hereby certifies it has no 
financial or other interest in the outcome of the project. 

Certified By:  

_____________________________
Signature

LaDonna F. James 
_____________________________
Name (printed) 

Contracting Officer 
_____________________________
Title

_ Battelle Memorial Institute, Corporate Operations 
____________________________
Company 

May 15, 2009 
_____________________________
Date

Digitally signed by LaDonna F. James 
DN: cn=LaDonna F. James, o=Battelle 
Government Contracts, ou=Contracting 
Officer, email=jamesl@battelle.org, c=US 
Date: 2009.05.15 10:42:51 -04'00'




